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                                           Oil Cooler Caution On
                                      1985-97 GM 4.3L Engines

The AERA Technical Committee offers the following information concerning engine 
oil cooler reuse on 1985-97 GM 4.3L engines. Some engines are originally equipped 
with oil coolers which are part of the radiator assembly. In other instances, an 
aftermarket oil cooler may be added to the engine's oiling system. Regardless of the 
type cooler used, the following information should be considered before they are 
reused.

Whenever an engine has failed and subsequent bearing damage has resulted, it is 
recommended to replace or rebuild the engine oil cooler assembly. Small bearing 
particles and crankshaft material cannot be entirely removed from the cooler by 
simply flushing fluid through it. Different engine temperature causes the oil cooler 
core to expand and contract. This movement, however slight, may allow previously 
trapped particles to be released.

If a cooler is reused after only flushing, most likely it will eventually contaminate the 
engine's oil supply. In many instances which involved multiple engine failures, the 
problem persisted until the cooler was replaced at the time of engine installation. 

The oil cooler portion is detachable from the rest of the radiator on GM equipped 
radiators. Some applications also have a transmission oil cooler attached to the 
radiator. A complete radiator assembly is available through GM dealerships or 
aftermarket suppliers. The specific part number depends on vehicle application, as 
there are many different cooler assemblies available.

                                                                               The AERA Technical Committee
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